Comm 331-001: Message Analysis & Criticism

Spring 2017 (100 points)

Discussion Lead Assignment

For this assignment, you are required to coordinate with your group members (refer to sign-up list posted on course website – http://www.commstudy.com/331-001.html) to lead discussion for an online portion of the class period you have signed up. Your goal is to tell the class how the strategy of criticism we focused on this week helps us understand a text and the world we live in as well as why understanding this text in this way can be important. Be sure to clearly introduce your rhetorical text to the class in a way that they can understand what you are critically discussing. You are required to address the following three parts in your online PowerPoint presentation:

1. Recap the strategy of criticism discussed this week in class. Be sure to remind us of the major concepts and purposes for engaging criticism that we have been studying the previous two class periods this week. Be creative in how you engage this recap – it is not very persuasive to tell someone exactly what s/he has been told previously!
2. Introduce a brief new rhetorical text (i.e., one we have not discussed extensively in class or in your readings) to guide your discussion of how this week’s strategy of criticism can be insightful. Your rhetorical text can be in the form of a newspaper article, class-appropriate magazine article, pamphlet/brochure, advertisement, or electronic media clip, among others. The point is to have the class engage in some aspect of rhetorical criticism using the strategy we discussed this week in relation to your group’s chosen text.
3. Plan to allow your classmates to engage in a discussion via Blackboard Discussion Board of how this strategy of criticism helps us to understand your example into the allocated class period time. Consider this the required interactive element of your discussion. How will you solicit your classmates’ understandings of using this strategy of criticism while still explaining your own criticism of the text? Be clear about how you want the class to discuss your chosen text using this type of criticism, while being open to any new ways that they may engage in criticism differently.
One group member is required to send me your group’s completed PowerPoint presentation to post on Blackboard *no later than* 7:00 pm the Thursday before your scheduled presentation. At that time you must also email me a list of THREE discussion questions you would like your classmates to address about your assigned theory and your identified example of rhetoric (linked within your PowerPoint presentation for them to read/view/access). Each member of the class will be required to post an answer to ONE of these three questions by the end of the originally scheduled class period on the day of the presentation. Your group is then responsible for providing a final summary post, reflecting on your classmates’ responses to the discussion string for EACH question *no later than* 5:00 pm the day of your Discussion Lead presentation. I will leave the entire Discussion Board open through 10:00 pm the day of the Discussion Lead presentation for access to all posts (including the presenting group’s summaries).
We will debrief each Discussion Lead Presentation the following class period in class.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Evaluation Criteria & Point Breakdown:

Part 1: Content & Delivery – 30 points

Part 2: Content & Delivery – 30 points

Part 3: Content & Delivery – 30 points

Overall Cohesiveness – 10 points

Note: You will be graded as a group, not as an individual, so be sure to coordinate with your classmates!
