Comm 331: Message Analysis & Criticism
Midterm Exam Study Guide
Remember, that you are responsible for ALL information in the readings and from our conversations in class. That being said, the following may be useful to help focus your studying.

· What are the four maxims that have served as a guide for how we understand “good” rhetorical criticism? 
· Be sure you understand both the maxims themselves AND how those maxims (both separately and collectively) help guide your *own* engagement in rhetorical criticism as well as your judgment of *others’* already produced pieces of rhetorical criticism.
· Ex. Utilizing Maxim 1 and Maxim 2 as your guides, (1) engage in criticism of your *own* about a particular rhetorical text; and (2) judge a particular piece of someone *else’s* piece of already produced criticism as good, bad, or mediocre.
· Be prepared to “read” (i.e., this can include viewing a text that you “read” or this can mean that you literally read words as text) a rhetorical text (or excerpt from a rhetorical text) and engage in “good” rhetorical criticism (according to our set of maxims) about it.
· Ex. Read an article from Time Magazine and discuss how/why it is meaningful/interesting/important in terms of any/all four maxims.

· Be prepared to read a piece of already produced rhetorical criticism (or an excerpt from it) and do the following…

· (1) judge it – good, bad, or mediocre?

· (2) justify/explain your judgment in terms of any/all four maxims

· (3) use details from the article (or excerpt) to support your justification and judgment

