Comm 331: Message Analysis & Criticism Topic Proposal Assignment 
(100 points, 2-4 pages)


You should be able to articulate the following in your Topic Proposal: (1) the specific rhetorical text(s)  you will be focusing on in your criticism; (2) the type of rhetorical criticism you will be engaging in and the related theory that will be guiding your discussion of the text(s); and (3) why you think a criticism of this specific text(s) is useful to engage in this particular way (i.e., with this particular type of criticism) – i.e., why do you see this type of criticism as useful to helping you understand this particular text?
THIS ASSIGNMENT IS DUE ON MONDAY 11/13 by 5:00pm (via e-mail attachment) – please double-check that your name is on the document itself (not just in the e-mail associated with the document you are attaching). 

Please answer the following in 2-4 pages.

(1) What specific rhetorical text(s) will you be focusing on in your rhetorical criticism?

a. What “counts” as your text? i.e., What exactly will you be analyzing. Be specific.
b. Why did you choose this text(s)? 

c. What do you anticipate critically discussing this text(s) will help you discuss more generally? i.e., How is this tied to the “big picture”/ “so what?” of why you are engaging in this type of criticism with this guiding theory?

(2) What type of rhetorical criticism will you be engaging in and what theory will guide your criticism?

a. Why did you choose this approach to rhetorical criticism? What do you anticipate it will help you be able to discuss in your text?
b. What theory(s) [or parts of theory(s)] do you anticipate using to guide your discussion of the text(s)?
c. How are your chosen theory(s) and your chosen approach to rhetorical criticism connected? i.e., How can this theory(s) help you discuss the underlying issue/topic that this type of rhetorical criticism focuses on – does it organize your discussion in a particular way? Provide particular vocabulary for discussing this text in a particular way? Etc.
(3) How do you anticipate searching for scholarly sources?

a. What will you search for?

b. How will you use these sources in writing your paper?

c. Where will you look for these sources? How will you look for these sources?
