
 COMM 231-002: Public Speaking 
Boise State University  

Communication Department  

Instructor: erin d mcclellan     Office: Communication Building, C-104  

E-mail: erinmcclellan@boisestate.edu    Virtual Office Hrs: W: 10:30am-12:30 pm 

Course Website: http://www.commstudy.com/231-002.html     In-Person Office Hrs: M: 12:00-1:00pm & by appt 

 

Course Description: Analysis of methods and techniques of message composition. Practice in the presentation of 

public speeches.  

 

Course Objectives: (1) Become familiar with introductory concepts relating to rhetoric and public speaking; (2) 

Become a confidant, articulate and ethical speaker who demonstrates both theoretical and practical knowledge of 

public speaking and related communication processes; (3) Analyze and adapt speech content and delivery for 

different rhetorical situations; (4) Research, think critically, and organize ideas to create clear, concise and engaging 

presentations that are audience-appropriate; (5) Practice public speaking skills as both a speaker and audience 

member.  

 

This course provides an opportunity for you to develop skills in speech delivery and construction. Each speech and 

each audience is different, requiring special delivery and preparation. Throughout the semester we will work to 

understand what types of speeches and deliveries are appropriate for different occasions. I challenge you to treat this 

course as a practice run for any type of public presentation or speech you may encounter in your future. This course 

can have direct consequence for future situations and treating it that way will allow you to get much more from the 

course than just “a speech for a grade.”  

 

Required Text:  

Brydon, S.R. & Scott, M.D. (2011) Between one and many: The art and science of public speaking, 7th ed. New 

York: McGraw-Hill.  

 

All assigned readings are to be completed BEFORE each class period under which they are listed on the course 

website. Be sure to bring the text to class every day for reference and use for in-class activities.  

 

Attendance: Class attendance is important and expected as a vital part of understanding material through class 

discussion and participation in class activities. If you know you will be missing class in advance, a discussion prior 

to the absence is strongly suggested. For illness, an e-mail no later than the end of class is required to be considered 

for any make-up work.  

 

At the beginning of every class period, I will pass around a sheet with your names on it. Be sure to sign next to your 

name to receive credit for that day. If you come in late, it is your responsibility to sign up with me after class. This 

sheet will be the official attendance document for the course. If you do miss class, it is your responsibility to get the 

notes first from a classmate and ask any additional questions or clarifications in office hours. This policy is intended 

to help in lieu of the occasional absence, not prolonged absences of any kind. Such absences will need to be 

discussed with me in person.  

 

Please also recognize your responsibility as a student to be in class and on time, so that you do not disrupt the class 

for your fellow students. Your participation grade will be highly correlated with your attendance – if you’re not in 

class, you can’t participate. Similarly, due to the nature of the class, attendance is an important element of your 

success. Throughout the course we will be working together to develop speech topics and discuss difficult concepts 

introduced in the reading. Most importantly, the communication model requires that a speaker have an audience. 

Attendance on speech days is particularly important, as it is about respecting your fellow classmates and performing 

the role of the active, attentive, audience member you also want and deserve in this class.  

 

If you should happen to come late on a speech day, and you hear the speech already in progress when you 

come to the door, you have lost your attendance for that day. It is disrespectful at best and disruptive at worst, to 

your fellow students to walk in late. There are certain times in life that it is important to be on time; speech days are 

such occasions, so mark your calendars accordingly. If you must enter because it is a speech day and you are 

giving a speech on that day, please wait until you hear applause after the speech is over before you enter!!   

http://www.commstudy.com/231-002.html


Cell Phones: Due to the large number of cell phones in our daily lives, I unfortunately must now include 

consequences of failing to respect this class as a “cell-phone free zone.” You are always expected to turn your phone 

OFF when you are in this classroom (this does not mean it is on vibrate, making noise against your notebook in your 

bag when someone next to you is trying to concentrate). It also does not mean that you can read or type text 

messages during class. Any cell phone use is not permitted during class; if it is a true emergency, please tactfully 

exit the classroom to make or take a call or deliver or receive a text.  

 

When other students are presenting, this is of utmost importance (just like in the “real world,” there is a time and a 

place to make sure your phone is off!). If another student is presenting in front of the class and your phone becomes 

a distraction in any way, you will lose your attendance for the day. If your phone goes off during YOUR 

presentation, you will be lose your attendance for the day and lose points from your presentation grade.  

 

Assignments: All assignments are due during the class period listed on the syllabus. Late work will not be 

accepted, nor will make-up or extra-credit assignments be allowed. Make-up work can be arranged for legitimate 

absences (e.g., verified health condition, participation in university-sponsored activities, serious family emergencies, 

and religious observances). If the absence is known ahead of time, you must make arrangements before the date the 

assignment is due. This class will include some group work, homework, and participation in a variety of in-class and 

out-of-class activities; you are expected to participate in all of these with your highest level of integrity, preparation, 

and effort.  

 

Grades: In this course, you will be required to turn in homework and participate in activities that will count as part 

of your participation grade. You will be responsible for organizing, preparing, and delivering three speeches 

throughout the course: self-introduction, informative, and persuasive. You will have one final examination. You will 

also have several opportunities to engage in activities in-class designed to help you identify and improve 

performative elements of speaking as well as identify and improve organizational elements. Please treat each of 

these opportunities like the developmental potentials they are – they are designed to help you do the best you can do. 

Ask questions and learn!  

 

Your final grade for the course will be determined as follows:  

Participation [Includes in-class activities like impromptu speaking and homework]      40 pts.  

Speech Assessments             60 pts.  

Self-Introduction Speech           100 pts.  

Informative Speech           150 pts.  

Persuasive Speech           200 pts  

Final Content Review Speech          100 pts 

Final Content Exam           100 pts.  

    Total 750 pts.  

The letter grade for the course will be assigned as follows:  

A 705-750     B- 600-629    D+ 495-524  

A- 675-704     C+ 570-599    D 480-494  

B+ 645-674     C 555-569    D- 450-479  

B 630-644     C- 525-554    F 0-449  

  



Your work is expected to be of high quality, demonstrating a genuine understanding of the subject matter. The 

following offers insight into how I grade.  

 

A is outstanding. Such work presents sophisticated, complex, and intellectually challenging argument. Resources 

are adroitly used to explore the thesis. Papers and presentations are structured and delivered in a way that 

successfully employs standard form. It takes intellectual risks and succeeds in them, exploring topics thoroughly and 

within the prescribed time or page limit. The A paper or presentation concludes by exploring the assumptions and 

implications of the thesis and argumentation (rather than merely summarizing previous points), drawing significant 

and insightful conclusions out of the analysis that has been presented.  

 

B is commendable. Often similar to A work, it may offer slightly less complex or intellectually engaging argument. 

It is fairly successful in its use of analysis. The B paper or presentation does more than fulfill the assignment by 

going beyond a routine response and shows evidence of thought and planning; it takes risks and succeeds fairly 

well, showing originality and intellectual enthusiasm. Oftentimes, the B paper or presentation lacks the polish or 

sophistication of the A paper or presentation or does not have the same success in organization or argumentation. = 

 

C is acceptable. This work adequately fulfills the assignment in a routine way. Although it engages the topic and 

offers a thesis argument, it may not offer a fresh or challenging approach. It needs to delve deeper with analytical 

questions and approach the topic more imaginatively. The delivery and organization are acceptable but not 

thoughtfully or carefully constructed. The C paper or presentation often tries to prove rather than explore an 

argument or interpretation. The supporting materials become merely a means for substantiating a thesis instead of 

serving as a tool for further exploration of the issues raised in the thesis. Often, supporting materials are not 

convincingly used in support of the thesis. In addition, the conclusion does not move much beyond the initial thesis.  

 

D is deficient. The D paper or presentation may be similar to the C paper or presentation but not as completely 

argued. The thesis is often bland or does not present a clear argument. Supporting materials are often poorly used 

or left unexplained. There are often serious organizational flaws or problems with the logic of the arguments and 

conclusions. In spite of these flaws, however, the D paper or presentation does address the topic and attempts to 

construct an argument with support.  

 

F is failing. Although there can be many reasons for not receiving credit, the most common are: (a) summary 

without an argument or interpretation of the supporting materials, (b) absence of a thesis argument, (c) serious 

misreading of the text or absence of supporting materials, and (d) plagiarism of outside materials. Plagiarism, as 

will be discussed later, will minimally result in an F in the course, and also possible expulsion or formal academic 

reprimand.  

 

I am always happy to discuss the evaluation of your work. If you believe that I have made an error in grading your 

paper or presentation, please bring your concerns to my attention. I will not discuss grades during or after class or 

via e-mail. To discuss a grade change I expect you to (a) bring your paper or presentation comments to your 

meeting with me and (b) have reviewed your feedback and prepared a coherent dissent to the comments provided. I 

will reevaluate the paper or presentation on the condition that I also may find errors that I did not catch in the initial 

grading process. Your grade, therefore, is subject to gain and/or lose points in this process. Please be aware that any 

discussion of an assignment that is not contesting a grade is ALWAYS welcome and very much encouraged to help 

facilitate future improvement.  

 

  



Academic Misconduct: All students are expected to be familiar with and abide by the Boise State University 

Student Code of Conduct, available as a pdf document linked to the following webpage: 

http://www.boisestate.edu/osrr/scp/student_code.html.  It specifically reads:  

 

“The University upholds the values of honesty, trust, fairness, civility, respect, and responsibility as the foundation 

for a successful academic environment. As a tool, the Student Code of Conduct will help promote growth and 

learning as students interact with their environment and accept responsibility for decision-making…  

 

The term “cheating” includes any action where an individual or group either carries out or attempts to carry out 

dishonest work and/or where an individual or group either assists or attempts to assist an individual or group to carry 

out dishonest work. If students are uncertain whether an action constitutes cheating, they have a responsibility to ask 

the faculty member for the course for clarification…  

 

The term “plagiarism” at its most basic level means to steal someone else’s words, composition, research, and/or 

ideas. Plagiarism is both cheating and theft. Given the seriousness of this offense, students have a responsibility to 

understand its meaning and implications for the academic community. Plagiarism can be committed in any type of 

assignment...  

 

Any student found to have committed, or attempted to commit, any of the following misconduct is subject to 

sanctions outlined in the Student Code of Conduct.”  

 

Disabilities Statement: Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must seek the 

appropriate documentation and register through the university process regulations. Any student who feels s/he may 

need accommodations based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. 

You will also need to contact the Disability Resource Center at 208-426-1583 located in the Administration 

Building, room 114 to meet with a specialist and coordinate reasonable accommodations for any documented 

disability. 

  

For more information on BSU Disability Resource Center (DRC) see the web site at http://drc.boisestate.edu/. To 

schedule an appointment, contact the DRC at (208) 426-1583 or send an e-mail request to DRCinfo@boisestate.edu.  

 

Course Schedule: The following is a tentative course schedule for the next 15 weeks. Each day, we cover a new 

topic through a combination of lecture and discussion. The items in bold text are readings to be completed before the 

class period that are assigned (see website for specific daily assignments). Readings are imperative for effective 

class discussion and processing. Please make sure that you have all reading completed prior to the start of class. 

Please check the class website for the weekly detailed assignments and due dates:  http://www.commstudy.com/231-

002.html. Be sure to visit the website before each week to find out the daily reading assignments as well as 

check for any announcements, notes from your professor, or changes to the general schedule below.  
 

Week 1  

What is public speaking?  Jan 22   CH 1-Practical Speaking & CH 3 Managing Speech Anxiety 

WHY PUBLIC SPEAKING?  

RHETORICAL ROOTS OF PUBLIC SPEAKING  

Week 2 

How do I prepare for  Jan 27-29 CH 2-Your First Speech 

public speaking?    PREPARING FOR A SPEECH  

   

Week 3    

How do I provide  Feb 3-5  CH 9-Organizing Messages: Helping Audiences Listen 

  constructive criticism about a speech? FORMAL SPEECH EVALUATION ACTIVITY - HW 

 

Week 4 

Speech Days   Feb 10-12 SELF-INTRODUCTORY SPEECHES  

 

  

mailto:DRCinfo@boisestate.edu
http://www.commstudy.com/231-002.html
http://www.commstudy.com/231-002.html


Week 5 

What is the role of the Feb 17-19 CH 5-Adapting to Your Audience; CH 13-Informative Speaking  

  audience in public speaking?   SPEECH CONTEXT  

     PEER REVIEW & SELF-ASSESSMENT DUE 

NOTE: Please be sure to check details for assignments/deadlines on 

course website 

Week 6  

Preparing/researching  Feb 24-26 CH 6-Researching Your Message; CH 7-Supporting Your Message 

informative speech?   for an Informative speech  BUILDING GOOD SUPPORT FOR YOUR SPEECH  

      LIBRARY RESEARCH BLOCK 

       

Week 7  

Speech Days   Mar 3-5   INFORMATIVE SPEECHES  

 

Week 8  

How do I incorporate  Mar 10-12 CH 10-Language: Making Verbal Sense of the Message 

language and delivery?    LANGUAGE OF “SUCCESSFUL” SPEECHES   

      PEER REVIEW & SELF-ASSESSMENT DUE 

NOTE: Please be sure to check details for assignments/deadlines on 

course website 
Week 9  

How do I prepare for a Mar 17-19 CH 14-Persuasive Speaking; CH 15-Thinking & Speaking 

  persuasive speech?    DIFFERENTIATING SPEECH PURPOSES & AUDIENCES 

AUDIENCE ANALYSIS ACTIVITY - HW  

 

Week 10   Mar 24-26  NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK 

 

Week 11    

Speech Days  Mar 31-Apr 2 PERSUASIVE SPEECH WEEK 1 

PEER REVIEW & SELF-ASSESSMENT DUE 

NOTE: Please be sure to check details for assignments/deadlines on 

course website 
Week 12  

Speech Day  Apr 7-9  PERSUASIVE SPEECH WEEK 2  

PEER REVIEW & SELF-ASSESSMENT DUE 

NOTE: Please be sure to check details for assignments/deadlines on 

course website 
Week 13  

How do I ethically Apr 14-16 Debrief Final Speeches 

understand public speaking?  CH 3-Ethical Speaking & Listening; CH 4-Listening  

ETHICAL PERSPECTIVES & RESPONSIBILITIES    

Week 14     

How can I use    Apr 21-23 CH 12-Using Presentational Media  

  presentation aids effectively?   STRATEGIES FOR “SUCCESSFUL” SPEECHES 

 

Week 15 

Logistic Q&As  Apr 28-30 INDIVIDUAL Q&AS; 

  & Review     CONTENT REVIEW DAY 

NOTE: Please be sure to check details regarding Final Content 

Review Speeches and group assignments on course website 
Week 16 

   May 5-7  FINAL CONTENT REVIEW SPEECHES  

Week 17 

Final Exam Week  May 14  FINAL CONTENT EXAM, WED MAY 14
TH

 2:30-4:30PM 

 



Major Speech Assignments: There are three major speeches in this class: Self-Introductory Speeches, Informative 

Speeches, and Public Persuasive Speeches. Each speech will be accompanied by a detailed description of the 

assignment and its requirements (available on Blackboard). We will discuss any questions and/or concerns that you 

have about a particular speech as it approaches. Below, I have provided a general description of what each of these 

speeches entails:  

 

1. Self-Introductory Speech –  

Generally, this speech will be organized around some event(s), characteristic(s), relationship(s), or 

experience(s) that will convey to the class something you perceive to be important about yourself. 

Each speech will be 2-4 minutes in length.  

 

2. Informative Speech -  

Generally, this speech will employ a particular organizational pattern (which we will discuss in 

class further before the speech is delivered) and inform the class about a particular topic that is 

appropriate for them in content, scope, and support. This speech will require research and the 

acquisition and employment of credible resources. We will have a library block set aside to ensure 

you have time to discuss options and begin a preliminary research process before the delivery of 

this speech. Each speech will be 4-6 minutes in length.  

3. Persuasive Speech -  

Generally, this speech will employ a particular organizational pattern and also adopt a particular 

purpose of persuasion (both of which we will discuss in class further before the speech is 

delivered). It will either attempt to influence attitude or action, as well as incorporate audience 

analysis techniques to prepare and deliver an appropriate and effective persuasive style to a 

specific (“public”) audience in a particular situation (outside of the classroom). Each speech 

should be 5-7 minutes in length.  

4.  Content Review Speech -  

Generally, this speech will employ a topical organizational pattern (which will have been 

discussed in class many times by the end of the course) and inform the class about a particular 

week of content that we have covered in the course. This will be a group speech, and both groups 

and content will be assigned prior to the speech). Speeches will be delivered the last week of the 

course. Each speech will be approximately 15 minutes in length (in total for the group) and will 

require the use of a presentation aid (we will discuss this in detail prior to the speech). 

 

Speech Assessments: For each speech you deliver in class you will be required to fill out and turn in a Self-

Assessment Form (posted on the course website) to complete and turned in the class meeting following the last day 

of speeches (see course website for details and due dates). You will also be required to fill out and turn in a Peer 

Review Assessment Form for one other person in the class each speech day (these will be assigned prior to speech 

days). Peer Review partner assignments will be posted on Blackboard one day prior to the first day of speeches. I 

highly encourage you to take advantage of these opportunities to identify and address your organizational/delivery 

challenges before they count for a large number of points. We will discuss all of this in class, as it gets closer to 

when you will be making use of each of these forms and/or assignments. Please ask before an assignment is due if 

you have any questions or need any clarification. I am happy to either discuss general questions in class or schedule 

an individual appointment for more specific questions.  

 

Exam  
Final Content Exam – Your final content exam will test your knowledge of important terms, concepts and 

theories engaged in this class over the course of the semester. This will be a multiple choice, fill in the 

blank, and/or true-false format exam. You will be specifically tested over both the course readings covered 

starting in week one in addition to the information as it is presented by your classmates during the Final 

Content Review speeches. We will discuss specifics of the final exam closer to its scheduled date.  

-------------------  

Remember—explore your interests. Challenge your understandings. Learn new things. Most importantly, 

have fun making new discoveries as you think about the world around you in new ways! 


